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WAITING FOR BEIJING

Waiting for Beijing is the title of the new solo exhibition of works by Andrea Facco at Galleria Boxart in Verona.

A feeling of expectation permeates the works on display. From polyptychs that simulate the monitors of a control camera – where a noteworthy “event” is suspended in time – to large canvases that foreshadow the China of tomorrow.

This is the China where Facco recently stayed. Spotted by the American publisher Abraham Lubelski, director of the New York Arts Beijing residency for artists, Andrea Facco lived and worked with international artists in Chaoyang, the most creative district in Beijing, at a time of great change in view of the upcoming Olympic Games.

At Galleria Boxart in Verona, his home town, Facco is premiering the works he created during his experience in China.

The absolute protagonist is the interminable open-air building site that stretches across what was until a short while ago a horizontal city with its characteristic hutong. Today it is a place where new vertical buildings along the lines of those in America and Japan are proliferating. With their apparently anonymous contradictions, these places have provided the young Veronese artist with inspiration for meditation on the essential nature of painting. 
“Painting”, the artist says, “eliminates the gap between the reality of photography and the pretence of the brush. In painting, everything is on the same level. Forms overlap: present and future, true and false. Nothing is clear any longer. It creates disorientation and dizziness, which interpretation (which depends on the subjective gradient) attempts to evade. At the same time, the mingling of images eliminates all space-time coordinates.”
In other words, the dawn of a new era in China is taking place through images. Like other artists of his generation, Facco expropriates images that have already been created and his pictorial research is based on them, starting out from these pre-images to create an iconographic ready-made. With their unusual perspectives, the large-format canvases on display reveal today’s China poised between its own history and a desire for globalisation – which, at least in the imagination, makes it like many countries in the West. The city skyline is invaded by huge posters (which until the 1990s were painted by hand) of tomorrow’s Beijing, offering views of the future. The overlapping of reality and representation is inevitable, accompanying the unrestrained bombardment of images that have weakened what is real.

The starting point is the revolution that was triggered off one day a couple of decades ago in Tiananmen Square – twenty years that, as chance would have it, coincide with the artist’s career. Andrea Facco illustrates its developments in his works, describing a constant overlapping of present and future, with a watchful and mimetic eye.

ANDREA FACCO

Andrea Facco was born in Verona in 1973.

In 1995 he moved to Bologna, where he attended the Accademia di Belle Arti, and he took his diploma with Concetto Pozzati. In 2005, the then director of GAM in Bologna, Peter Weiermair, who considered him to be one of the most interesting young artists at international level, invited him to Bologna Contemporanea, the anthological exhibition of thirty years of contemporary art in Bologna.

He had previously exhibited in important public and private institutions. In 2005 the Great Art Gallery/Museum of New York devoted an entire room to him: A Room with a View.
In 2007 he took part in the Small is Beautiful group exhibition curated by Peter Weiermair himself at Ursula Blicke Stiftung in Kraichtal, Germany, where the thirty-four-year-old artist presented a sample of his studies into perceptive disorientation through combinations of great works and their equivalents in miniature.

Also in 2007, in Hanoi (Vietnam), Facco showed Italian Genius Now, a project sponsored by the Museo Pecci of Prato.
He is currently one of the finalists for the Agenore Fabbri Award. Selected works of his are on display at the Museo della Permanente in Milan and will later be shown at the Stadgalerie in Kiel, and then in Graz.
Works of his are in important private collections, and the Banca del Gottardo has purchased a work of his for its own collection.
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